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Please read over this newsletter, sign the attached portion and return it to school with your child (if you received a hardcopy), or email me a reply if you received an electronic version. Newsletters like this will go home/be emailed and then posted on our website regularly.  Some weeks, when I have nothing new to share, or if there are events that prohibit the time necessary to write one up, you may not receive one.  Your child will record “Newsletter” as a homework assignment if there is one sent home.  These communications take up a good chunk of time, so I respectfully ask that you please try to do your part in returning the signature page to school or emailing me back to know that you have been informed.  It will also be an opportunity for you to ask me questions or comment about what is going on at school.  Thanks!!
	
Team Building & School Acclamation 


Using our website forum, we brainstormed a list of thoughtful team names.  Our final vote was to be known as Team Fusion!  In addition to picking a new name, we have also spent time over the past two weeks learning various routines about the classroom and school, and getting to know each other.  Here are some conversation starters to prompt your child to talk about what is going on at school:
· What was the Four Penny Cross?
· What did the story of Chrysanthemum teach us about a caring community?
· Have you heard about any extracurricular activities that you might be interested in joining?
· What is the difference between fair and equal?

Language Arts


We have been working on some pre-assessments in reading, writing, and spelling over the last two weeks.  Students have showed good work ethic through these sometimes tedious tasks.  I will use the results to inform my instruction in these areas as well as I-Block placements (more on that below).  Next week I hope to begin some work with active reading strategies.  You’ll also notice a family writing activity coming home at the beginning of next week as a homework assignment.  You’ll have the week to work it into your busy schedules – it will be due on Friday, September 17.

Math

We are working on Investigations II, Unit: 1 – Number Puzzles and Multiple Towers

 Math Focus Points:

· Writing multiplication equations that describe dot arrangements
· Using arrays to model multiplication
· Determining whether one number is a factor or multiple of another
· Identifying prime, square, even, & odd numbers
· Identifying and learning multiplication combinations (“facts”) not yet known fluently

How you can help at home

Being able to quickly recall multiplication facts will only come with practice.  I encourage you to talk math with your kids and try to incorporate math fact practice into your routines at home.  You might even find it helpful to post troublesome facts in highly frequented locations, like the refrigerator door or bathroom mirror with a post-it note.  You can also access the math facts practice program called Math Facts in a Flash on our class website.  Students login with their login ID as they would for accessing computers at school.  The password is abc.

Science

  Theme: Cells

We will slowly work our way into this unit.  We had a very interesting discussion yesterday about the criteria for determining whether something is living, was once living, or is non-living.  Ask your child what characteristics living things have and about some of the things we considered that were hard to qualify based on those characteristics (like a feather, fossil, or fire). 

Social Studies

  Theme: Geography

We started our look into geography by reading The Scrambled States of America by Laurie Keller and playing the game of the same name.  It helped remind us of state names and locations and prompted us to think about what life is like in other places around our country and how the geography of that location impacts that way of life.  Next week we’ll be heading into the Nickelodeon computer lab to start researching landforms, climate, environments, and natural resources of various regions around North America and how these things impact the culture of the people who reside there.

Homework

Homework is usually assigned nightly.  Weekend and vacation assignments will include parent replies to these newsletters as described above and reading for a minimum of 20 minutes per weekend/vacation day.  However, there may be occasions when I send an assignment home over a weekend if it requires a long-term commitment.  I do expect that 5th graders monitor their progress on Book reviews and book projects.  Due dates for these assignments were given to students and filed in the folder at the back of their student planners.  The reading requirements and book review information is all posted online on our class website.  
	Homework, like all things related to your child’s learning, requires a partnership.  My expectations of this partnership are as follows:

MY JOB:  Each day, I’ll dot (with a marker) your child’s planner to indicate to you that he or she is prepared with the correct assignment and the materials to accomplish it are filed in his or her homework folder.

STUDENT’S JOB:	To complete the assignment and return it, their planner, and homework folder to school for the next day.

PARENT’S JOB:	To monitor homework completion.  So far, I have not required a parent’s signature indicating that 20-minute reading is taking place.  Should students be having difficulty meeting the deadline for the first book review, this might have to be implemented. 

I-Block

I-Block is a new program implemented school-wide this year to allow individualized instruction integrated into the regular school day.  That is not to say that your child will receive 1-on1 instruction, but rather, instruction that is targeted to your child’s individual needs at this time in reading, writing, or math.  Your child will be involved an I-Block group taught by one of the 5th grade teachers, Mrs. Babbitt our librarian, Mrs. Nicole our 5th grade special education teacher, Mrs. McDevitt our school math specialist, or Mrs. Lisspitt our school reading specialist.  Many of our pre-assessments and prior assessments have helped us place your child in a group for the first trimester.  You will receive a letter indicating which group your child will be placed in shortly.

EXPs

  Your child has been participating in his or her first exploratory classes for the first trimester.  On Monday and Fridays, your child’s EXP is either computer, guidance, or world language.  Tuesdays and Thursdays EXPs are either art, family and consumer science, or design and technology.  All students will rotate through each of these classes over the course of the year on a trimester basis.  All students know which classes they have been assigned, so please check in with them to find out where they are on the rotation.  If you have any questions or concerns with EXPs, there are links to EXP teacher webpages on the school website.


Have a great weekend!
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